
 

 

Richard Lee Pruitt III 

A Gathering of Friends and Family 
In Loving Memory of 

May 12, 1948 – May 12, 2011 

He had… 
 

The tenacity, drive & inner strength of his father. 
The morality, compassion & faith of his mother. 

The adoration, devotion & love of his  
children and grandchildren. 

The confidence, dignity & respect of his siblings. 
A brilliant mind to keep accurate recollections. 

A genuine sense of charity & kindness for his 
community. 

And… 
 

He was and will always remain, our Richard. 



 

God can pick sense out of 
a confused prayer.   

 
Richard Sibbes 

Richard Lee Pruitt III… 
was born on May 12, 1948 to the union of 

Richard Lee Pruitt, Jr. and Elizabeth Jackson 

Pruitt in St. Louis, Missouri.  He resided in Los 

Angeles, California for the past 31 years. 

Richard was educated in the St. Louis public 

school system.  He attended Northwest High 

School and received his Bachelor of Science 

degree in Psychology from Illinois State 

University at Bloomington-Normal.  He was a 

natural entrepreneur and was successful in 

several business endeavors.   

Richard was a member of First AME Church of 

Los Angeles where he attended service and 

bible study faithfully.  He was embedded in 

his faith and wanted his family and friends to 

experience the joy that he had found in 

Christ. 

Richard cherished his family deeply and 

made it a point to call his family members 

daily.  He was proud of his children and 

adored his grandchildren.    Richard was 

especially appreciative of the devotion and 

closeness he developed with his brother 

Jimmy and his sister-in-law Karen while they 

lived in California.  For over 31 years they 

looked out for each other and inspired each 

other on their Christian journey. 

Richard was gregarious and had a large 

sense of humor.  He loved to tell jokes and 

kept everyone around him laughing.  Richard 

never forgot his past experiences and grew to 

develop a strong love for his community.  He 

was gentle and compassionate with 

homeless individuals and always took the 

time to listen to their stories and share his 

resources.  He was encouraging and 

supportive and always had a scripture to 

share.  Richard will be missed, but his 

presence will forever remain in the hearts of 

those he loved. 

Richard is survived by his mother, Elizabeth 

Jackson Pruitt; two daughters, Tonya 

Townsend and Monique Montgomery; his son, 

Richard Lee Pruitt; nine grandchildren and 

one great grandchild; four brothers; five 

sisters; four aunts, Rev. Thea McClendon 

(Willie), Renee Symthe, Sammie Page and 

Ruby Fortson.  There are also many cherished 

nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends who will 

miss his warmth and love. 

This is the day that the Lord has made! 
I will rejoice and be glad in it!   

 Psalms 118:24 



 

 

Saturday, May 28, 2011 

11:00 a.m. 

 

Clayton M. B. Church 

2801 N. Union Blvd 

St. Louis, Missouri 

 

Rev. Harold C. M. Ellis III 

Host Pastor 

 

Rev. Charles J. Brown, Officiating 

Mt. Airy M. B. Church 

The repast will follow immediately after the service at the Creve Coeur Community Center 
300 North New Ballas Road, Saint Louis, Missouri 63141 

Order of Service  

 

Prelude 

Reading of the Holy Scriptures 

Prayer 

Musical Selection 

Narration of Poem  

Words of Remembrance  

Reading of the Holy Scripture  

Musical Selection 

Eulogy  

 

 

Benediction 

 

(Soft Music) 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

 

Denise Harris 

Latondra Townsend (Granddaughter) 

(Please limit remarks to 2 minutes) 

Psalms 118:24 

Denise Harris 

Eulogy Rev. Thea McClendon (Aunt) 

Pastor, Gethsemane M. B. Church 

San Angelo, Texas 



 

 

Dedicated to our Father… 

Those we love remain with us  

For love itself lives on,  

And cherished memories never fade  

Because a loved one's gone.  

Those we love can never be  

More than a thought apart,  

For as long as there is memory,  

They'll live on in the heart. 

Author Unknown 

Our Statement of Gratitude… 

We express to each of you our sincere feelings of gratitude for the 

many kind gestures shown to us during our bereavement.  We 

found comfort and peace through your prayers and support.  We 

thank everyone who came to celebrate the life of Richard.  Please 

continue to keep us in your prayers. 

Richard’s Family 


